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Fig. 1: Photographic portrait

of Carlo Cocorda.



In Italy philatelic collecting 
began to develop soon after 
the national unity (1861), 
thanks also to the large number 
of postage stamps issued before
the unification by the Italian 
States. 

These - with the proclamation of the Kingdom of Italy - were 

merged in Turin under the General Directorate of Public 

Works which was in charge of the Post. This was made 

possible by the availability of suitable labour wich supported 

those who had started this new type of collection. At the 

same time, as the first collectors started to appear, the first 

dealers started to be active, often just as adevelopment 

from collecting, where the distinction between collecting 

and dealing was often very subtle.

The parallel between collecting and dealing in the subject 

of collecting itself, however, has been a long debated 

concept if one considers what “Jean Clavel” wrote on the 

“L’Echò de la Timbrologiè” in 1928: “... .. It is not a paradox 

to say that those who live in philately are those who in turn 

make it live.” The bibliography of philately, however, has 

very little to offer on the origins of the philatelic trade in 

Italy; but it must be remembered that the American John 

K. Tiffany reported in “The Philatelical Library: a catalog of 

Stamp publication” published in St. Louis in 1874, in a list 

of bulletins published by philatelic dealers from various 

countries, four Italians: “F. Caldelli” in Florence in 1866, “G. 

Leoni” in Bologna in 1874, “Paolo Norberto” in Turin in 1864 

and “Tartarini & C.” in Bologna in 1872 in “The Philatelical 

Library: a catalogue of Stamp publication”published in St. 

Louis in 1874, in his list of price lists or circulars published 

by philatelic dealers from various countries. And it is 

precisely the same “Paolo Norberto” who was mentioned 

in an article published in 1940 in the magazine ‘Il Corriere 

Filatelico’ titled: “Two pioneers of the Italian philatelic trade: 

Giuseppe Arduin and Carlo Cocorda”. The article mentions 

that Giuseppe Arduin had started to trade in stamps in the 

1860s using the pseudonym of “Paolo Norberto” since as a 

bank employee he did not consider it appropriate to use 

his real name. Carlo Cocorda, instead, whose real name was 

Charles Coucourde as his origins were the valleys of Valtellina, 

moved to Turin around 1859, where he transformed his initial 

interest in stamp collecting into a commercial activity (Fig.1).
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The concept of evolution from collecting to trading stamps is well expressed 

in a letter from Charles Coucorde to Ulisse Franchi of Florence, another early 

collector and trader philatelist, and author of the first Italian stamp catalogue. 

Between the autumn of 1865 and the spring of 1870 Coucourde wrote: 

“I had your address from a friend and so I permit myself to be in direct contact 
with you. I too am an amateur and also to a small extent a dealer, and I 
would consider myself to be fortunate to start doing business with you.“ 
Charles Coucourde died in December 1873 and his death was reported by 

the Parisian magazine “Le collectionneur 

de Timbres-poste” in these terms: “... 

we announce the death of Mr. Charles 

Coucourde known by stamp dealers for 

having provided them over a long period 

of time with new postage stamps from 

the old Italian States, which he had found 

in large numbers in a barn belonging to 

the Administration of the Post Office”. 

What is most striking, however, is how 

these individuals managed to develop a 

number of contacts with other dealers 

and collectors not only outside the cities 

where they were operating but also 

abroad. This is evidenced by a letter that 

was sent in October 1866 from London 

to Carlo Cocorda, where he is expressly 

defined in the address as “stamp dealer”; 

this is precisely the aspect that I consider 

worthy of attention, as it documents an 

activity that from the embryonic state 

soon spread beyond national borders 

(Fig. 2). In the aforementioned Coucourde 

correspondence there was an explicit 

reference also to another early collector 

- trader, a certain “Luigi Dal Cesso”, who 

was at the time a young student in the 

technical schools of Turin, and who was 

in contact with several collectors and 

dealers, including foreign, to whom he 

also provided stamps of the old Italian 

states, these too coming from ministerial stocks, as proven by the envelope 

reproduced here. It is an envelope from the editorial board of the magazine 

“Welt - Post” sent on 18 August 1884 to Dal Cesso, who had now moved to 

Venice, by Sigmund Friedl (1851 - 1914) one of the most famous Austrian 

stamp dealers of the late nineteenth century (Fig. 3).

Friedl lived in Vienna, where in about 1866 he began his activities aged fifteen 

and in 1876 he published the magazine “Wiener Illustrierte Briefmarken- 

Zeitung” whose name changed to “Welt-Post” in 1881. The small initial group 

Fig. 2

Fig. 3
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of dealers was later joined by others on the impetus of 

a greater diffusion of philatelic collecting, including a 

Vittorio Arduin from Turin, a relative of the aforementioned 

Giuseppe Arduin, who also dedicated himself to the sale of 

stamps and to philatelic publishing under the pseudonym 

of “Vittorio Durani”. 

Arduin, aka Vittorio Durani, was the owner of the 

newspaper “San Marino / Corriere dei Francobolli”, a 

publication that he edited from 1894 until May 1898. The 

mentioned philatelic magazine by Duran, aka Arduin, was 

not the first to be published in Italy by a dealer: the first 

ever was the “Posta Mondiale”, published in Leghorn in 

July 1873 by “Placido Ramon de Torres“. 

Torres, of Spanish origin, had his philatelic dealership 

in Leghorn, in via Maggi and in the same year he 

also edited a “Catalogo / Prezzo corrente / di tutti i / 

franco - bolli dalla loro data di emissione sino al 1873” 

(Catalogue / current price / of all /stamps from their date 

of issue until 1873) (Fig. 5). 

It should be noted, however, that the aforementioned 

publication, rather than a catalogue in today’s sense of the 

word, was more a list of what the author owned or knew. 

The first Italian philatelic monthly however had a short 

life, as the publication ceased - after only twelve issues 

- in July of the following year due to unknown reasons, 

probably as a result of disagreements between Torres and 

count “Giulio Cesare Bonasi” of Carpi, for whom Torres 

only acted as a figurehead.

Count Bonasi, a person of questionable ethics, was actively 

involved in trading stamps with the help of his wife. 

Fig. 4: Magazine with a label addressed to Hiram Deats 

(1870-1963) a well known American collector in Flemington, 

New Jersey in July 1897, saying on one side “San Marino Corriere 

dei Francobolli / periodico del collezionista”, and showing on the 

other, together with the illustration of four stamps, the wording 

“The stock exchange of stamps / Illustrated catalogue with 

current prices”

Fig. 5
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like the registered single weight letter sent by Rufisque 

(in the Dakar region of Western Senegal) on March 25th, 

1884, addressed to him in via Torre in Modena, where 

the residence of the Diena family has always been. The 

registered letter bears a five-color franking of the general 

issue for the French colonies with denomination in cents 

since Senegal-specific stamps were issued only beginning 

in 1887 (Fig 8). 

The little biographical information existing about Charles 

Diena reports his death as having occurred in 1892 in 

Montecarlo. Based on the available information, it is 

possible to imagine that around 1891 he may have left 

After managing to become accepted among the honest 

middle classes, at the end of the eighties he worked for 

a long time in Rome where he took over the activity of 

another merchant of the time, the Rabuffetti company, as 

documented by the header on the fragment of a registered 

letter sent by him from Rome to Modena to Emilio Diena 

in September 1888 (Fig. 6). After winding up his activities 

in Rome, Bonasi moved to Milan and later to Genoa from 

where in December 1899 he sent the registered letter to 

Toulouse (France) shown in Fig. 7. Among the philatelic 

dealers of nineteenth-century Italy, it is worth mentioning 

a little-known figure, but with an important surname, 

Carlo Diena, elder brother of that Emilio Diena who rose to 

universal fame as one of the most qualified philatelists of all 

time. Little is known about Carlo Diena. 

He was born in Modena in 1850, ten years before his more 

famous brother, and his activity in the philatelic trade 

demonstrates that he was active outside the national 

borders of Italy and had contacts with collectors and 

traders of different nationalities. The reputation of ‘Charles’ 

Diena, as he was referred to in the world of collecting, is 

witnessed by the correspondence that he entertained, 

Fig. 6

Fig. 7

Fig. 8

Fig. 9: double weight insured letter sent to 

Charles Diena from Florence in January 1891.
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Modena and the family home after 

the death of his father and the closure 

of the family banking business. During 

the same period his residence in Nice 

on the Cote d’Azur is documented 

(Fig. 9) and this could give credit to the 

indication of Montecarlo as a possible 

place of his death, but certainly not by 

the previously mentioned date of 1892, 

given the existence of correspondence 

addressed to him a decade later 

(Fig. 10). Another interesting name 

among those who developed the 

philatelic trade in Italy during the last 

decades of the nineteenth century is 

that of “Ettore Ragozino”, an important 

figure in the Neapolitan philatelic 

trade. The reverse of a postcard 

bearing in the header the reproduction 

of the two Dictatorship of Garibaldi 

stamps that Ragozino sent to Dresden 

in September 1898 states among other 

things: “Our house, which today is the 

most important in Italy for the trade in 

stamps, was founded in 1878” (Fig. 11).

It should be remembered that 

Ragozino’s commercial fortunes began 

with the purchase of a sack full of 

newspapers that was brought to him 

by the servant of a noble Neapolitan 

family, which were franked with the 

provisional ½ tornese “Trinacria” and 

“Crocetta” stamps. Of similar interest 

is the commercial activity of Mr. “A. 

Greco” also from Naples, to whom a 

French collector of Chalon sur Saone 

wrote in February 1891, responding 

to an advertisement published by 

Greco on the journal “L’Echo de la 

Timbrologie”. This demonstrates the 

resourcefulness of these first members 

of the Italian philatelic trade, working 

with other European countries to 

expand their clientele (Fig. 12). 

A similar example is provided by the 

Neapolitan company of Mr. Nicola 

Fiorentino, who in April 1899, on the Fig. 11

Fig. 10: Postcard addressed to Diena in 

Florence from Switzerland in 1902.
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threshold of the new century, sent out his own list of offers 

in a beautiful envelope decorated with the two Dictatorship 

of Garibaldi stamps of Naples, following Ragozino’s example, 

according to what then was a widespread custom (Fig. 
13, April 1899 Printed matter from Naples to Westphalia). 

Another merchant active in Italy since the last decade of 

the nineteenth century, although not Italian but German, 

was “Otto Bickel”, who established himself in the Republic 

of San Marino between 1891 and 1892 and made it his 

domicile for a long time. He worked at the promotion of the 

stamps of San Marino through the “San Marino Philatelist”, 

the magazine that he edited and that he sent all over the 

world. We are reminded of Bickel’s international relations 

by the characteristic illustrated envelope showing views of 

the Titano which he produced to advertise his activities, 

a copy of which, sent to Brussels on December 8, 1899 

is reproduced in Fig. 14. With the end of the nineteenth 

century, better structured businesses started to appear in 

the Italian philatelic market, whose activity continued over 

time.The nineteenth century was closing on a now unified 

Italy, with a bourgeoisie that had consolidated its economic 

and social importance and in this context philately began 

to develop throughout the nation together with the related 

trade. I would like to conclude by mentioning a dealer who, 

at the end of the nineteenth century, started an important 

activity destined to last for a long time, “Romolo Mezzadri”. 

We are reminded of him by the letter which he received 

from the Echo de la Timbrologie in September 1900 in 

Civitanova Marche where he used to spend his summer 

holiday (Fig. 15). Romolo Mezzadri had his studio in Rome, 

initially in Piazza del Pantheon at the corner with Via del 

Seminario and later in the the already very central Via 

Condotti; he was supplier of stamps to Queen Elena, who 

had been collecting stamps since she was still a Princess. 

She collected for herself first and then for her son, young 

prince Umberto., who later became a keen expert on the 

stamps of the old Italian states, and who was one of the 

founders of the Italian Philatelic Association of Rome, 

which in 2014 celebrated its centenary. My aim was that of 

providing a documentary insight into the early days of the 

philatelic activity in Italy. My endeavor does not claim to 

be exhaustive and in fact other traders were active in the 

philatelic business at the end of the nineteenth century in 

various Italian locations, but I hope to have provided some 

insight into the development of a sector which continued 

to expand in the following decades.

Fig. 12

Fig. 13

Fig. 14
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Fig. 15
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