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It is truly refreshing to see the interest 
generated by the Italian definitives of 
the post World War II era. Most collec-
tors cannot afford to assemble a spe-
cialised collection of any earlier defin-
itive series because it would require a 
fat wallet; additionally, legendary col-
lections of the past cannot be re-built 
because they were rich in unique and 
show-stopping items that have been 
sold to a number of collectors. Nev-
ertheless it can be done by drawing 
specific distinctions such as limiting 
the collection to the stamps and not 
to their postal use on various catego-
ries of mail. This may not necessarily 
guarantee gold medal awards, or it 
may depending on how creative and 
original is one’s approach.
Throughout the 1950s and 1960s 
stamp catalogues were not a great 
incentive when it came to the post 
World War II definitive series; never-
theless there was fire under the ashes 
and in the early 1970s new mono-
graphs (Malvestio, Zanaria, Giannet-
to, to name a few) sharing a sizable 
amount of information on specialised 
aspects, varieties, watermarks, and 
postal use of the Republican stamps 
generated an uproar because most 
of the items listed were accompa-
nied by an eye-opening retail market 
estimate. The next step was treasure 

hunting but the few pioneer special-
ists had already vacuumed the market 
and the exceptions were few and far 
between.
The average collector made attempts 
but in the end — all considered — it 
was better to focus on new definitive 
series from their inception. Fifty years 
later this is still the trend.
The Italian Castles definitive made its 
first appearance in September 1980; at 
the time it did not generate much en-
thusiasm. The format was larger than 
the earlier Siracusana and Michelan-
giolesca, but the designs still looked 
cramped. Never before had a defini-
tive made its debut with a mammoth 
27 denominations, including three coil 
stamps. Despite some hesitations, col-
lectors’ interest grew with time to the 
point where some illicit activities took 
place to keep collectors on the look-
out for new and not always exciting 
discoveries.
Some figures will give the reader an 
idea of what a fascinating collect-
ing field this can be: 52 castles were 
depicted on stamps and postal sta-
tionery items; 47 of them on stamps 
(plus four re-issued using a different 
printing method); the postal statio-
nery items totalled eleven; better yet, 
during the life span of this definitive 
postal rates changed twelve times; 

14 denominations were coil stamps 
of a smaller format; and no less than 
fifteen artists were summoned by the 
Government Printing Works in Rome 
to provide suitable designs. The print-
ing methods included recess, a com-
bination of recess and litho, and pho-
to gravure. As if this were not enough, 
the coils have every fifth stamp num-
bers on the gummed side. To obtain 
these coils with numbers on the back 
the collector had to purchase three 
pairs from vending machines or rely 
on a particularly friendly clerk at the 
philatelic sales counter. Needless to 
say, the machine applying the back-
print did not always function well and 
there exist strips of five coil stamps 
without the backprint. To complete 
this Odyssey you may add a flood of 
eye-catching varieties that eluded the 
security systems of the Government 
Printing Works. These became so pro-
liferate that collectors soon lost inter-
est in them. 
Danilo Bogoni’s book helped the new 
generations to familiarise with the 
specialised aspects of this definitive 
series (my review of his book can be 
found on academia.edu). Bogoni’s 
book had been preceded by a  useful 
monograph by Giovanni Riggi di Nu-
mana published by the very active 
CIFO philatelic society of Collectors of 

Castelli d’Italia: 
Viaggio tra i colori e le particolarità della serie
(Italian Castles definitive series: a Journey through its colours and 
distinctive traits) 
by Ketty Borgogno, Asti 2019, perfect bound, colour cover, 160 pages (A4), colour 
illustrations throughout, in Italian. Bibliography, glossary and codification of the 
colours of the Italian Castles Definitive series. €39 + postage & handling;  payment 
and postage queries to info@filateliaperpassione.com; members of CIFO, 
AFIS,  and SUBALPINA pay €35 + postage & handling.

Italian Definitive Stamps; incidental-
ly CIFO has its own website (cifo.eu) 
which will add to your knowledge of 
Italian definitive stamps. Most of the 
articles published in Italy are included 
in the bibliography of this volume.
At six years of age Ketty Borgogno was 
already on the philatelic bandwagon; 
her passion grew with time, but it took 
a major turn for the better when she 
discovered organised philately. In her 
adulthood she became president of 
the prestigious Turin-based Unione 
Filatelica Subalpina with members in 
Piedmont and nation-wide.
In his introductory remarks, renowned 
stamp expert Gianni Carraro points out 
that while colours are a main topic in 
Borgogno’s monograph, equally inter-
esting facets are examined by the au-
thor: “We can only imagine how many 
new printings became necessary over 
a time span of 18 years, nevertheless 
the numerous and diverse tonalities 
ascertained on the various denomi-
nations are here to tell their story”. In 
similar remarks, stamp expert Nicola 
Luciano Cipriani praised the innova-
tive approach of the author and the 
vitality of her research.
The book starts with a concise chroni-
cle of the definitive series of Italy from 
1945 to 2016 which is aptly followed 
by a chart showing the life-span of 
each definitive series.  The three pag-
es that follow are utilised to illustrate 
the 1980 main issue and its offspring 
of 1981, 1983, 1984, 1985, 1986, 1987, 
1988, 1990, 1991 and 1992. All of the 
additional denominations became 
necessary to satisfy the demand for 
stamps that would match the ever 
increasing postal rates. In 1994 four 
denominations (200, 250, 300, 450 
lire) were printed in rotary gravure. 
As regards the perforations there are 

variations in measurement for some 
denominations as well as different 
methods such as comb perforation 
and harrow perforation.
A very useful advice given by the au-
thor to collectors who are baffled by 
stamps that look identical is to com-
pare the colour of the castle with that 
of the castle of the stamp that looks 
identical, ditto for the colour of the sky 
and background (frame); it is essential 
to carry out any examination related 
to nuances and tonalities using white 
light which is described by Cambridge 
Dictionary as “light that appears to be 
colourless such as ordinary daylight, 
and which contains all the wave-
lengths of the visible spectrum at 
roughly equal intensities.”
After these preliminaries the author 
starts her gallery of the various de-
nominations and their “natural co-
lours”; to help the reader in his/her 
assessment two or three buttons 
are placed under the stamp showing 
the typical colours found on a given 
stamp. For example: the 5 lire has its 
colours shown by three buttons in the 
following order: background (frame), 
sky and castle. A1, the first type, has 
a brownish red backround, the sky is 
blue and the castle is dark pink; A2 
type has a light brownish red back-
ground, the sky is blue and the castle 
is violet pink. When you look at the 
two types side-by-side you notice the 
unmistakable difference. The codifica-
tion of the colours and types takes up 
some 49 pages.
Having navigated through the colours, 
Borgogno is very much aware of boo-
by traps and variables: the accidental 
colour analogies are examined as well 
as the seepage of colour which affects 
some of the recess printed stamps. 
Other variables include stamps print-

ed on surface coloured paper, and 
ghost-like stamp colours showing 
on the gummed side perhaps due to 
chemical composition of their colours 
(not to be confused with “set-off, de-
calco”.
Luminescent, phosphorescent and 
evanescent colours follow suit. For 
the doubting Thomases Borgogno has 
written a special chapter on “dubious 
colours and discolouration fakes”. Fa-
miliarasing with printing methods is a 
pre-requisite for all stamp collectors 
and this book provides the readers 
with the essential information. Forger-
ies to defraud the post office are dis-
cussed in the next fascinating chapter.
This book took two months to cross 
the Atlantic and reach my P.O. Box 
and about one week to read. You may 
find the latter a bit slow but the topic 
is fascinating and if you have a boxful 
of these definitive stamps then it may 
take a few months.
Keep in mind that this definitive series 
is slowly but surely gaining momen-
tum, if you do not live in Italy and have 
reliable correspondents you may be in 
for amazing finds. Even if you are not 
interested in Italian stamps, the for-
mat, the approach and handling of the 
subject matter may provide you with 
a blueprint for a specialised collection 
and/or monograph. Language barri-
er: with the internet reaching most 
households the language barrier is a 
poor excuse. Highly recommended.
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The co-authors of this remarkable 
volume are the late Luca De Battisti and 
Luca Savini who availed themselves of 
the collaboration of first class scholars. 
This opus has five solid pillars: 

1. An historical overview;
2. A comprehensive outline of 

Milanese postal history;
3. Adhesive postage stamps;
4. Tariffs  and postal services; and
5. A generously annotated 

Cancellations and Postmarks 
Catalogue (1849-1859) which 
takes up half of the pages of this 
volume.

Gabriele Cafulli provides an exhaustive 
overview of Milanese history from the 
days of the Austrian Habsburgs to the 
enlighted progress made under the 
reign of Maria Theresa followed by 
the French occupation and finally the 
years from the Vienna Congress and 
the ensuing Restauration to the Wars 
of Italian Independence. In this section 
great attention is paid to socio-
economic and administrative aspects, 
as well as local and international 
developments. An example is this 
well thought through analysis of the 
Restauration: “The pragmatism of the 
Austrian Habsburgs, as regards the 
Italian dominions bestowed on them, 
did not result in a sinister revival of the 
political and institutional reality of the 
absolutist era, instead it gave rise to 
unprecedented solutions that suited 
their desire of control, security and 

efficiency that Vienna harboured for 
Lombardy”. It must be noted that only 
on February 1st, 1816 the Napoleonic 
Departments of Lombardy and 
Venetia were officially abolished. The 
compendium of the postal history of 
Milan brilliantly written by Francesco 
Luraschi consists of eleven chapters 
that deal with six centuries of postal 
developments including the late 
1300s coining of the term “posta” 
connoting a major step forward in 
postal communications as well as the 
“postal service” as we know today; 
this section also includes a useful 
appendix listing archival sources and 
documents. Luraschi’s contribution is 
actually a book in the book, something 
that has been long awaited as it 
provides a bird’s-eye view of a capital 
that Charles V nicknamed “the key of 
Italy”; we may add that Italy was also 
the key of postal communications 
of the peninsula and beyond. The 
story starts with the well organized 
postal networks of the merchants 
complemented by fortuitous carriers 
such as travellers, pilgrims and 
messengers. At the twilight of the 
1300s the Visconti Dukes introduced 
a new postal technology that 
resulted in “real time” conveyance 
and delivery of mail which was made 
possible by well placed stops where 
the courier could change his horse; 
in due course the pioneering stops 
became postal stations where a new 
and important figure, the postmaster, 
played a crucial role. Even before the 

Habsburg annexation of the Duchy 
of Milan we notice the presence of 
Simon Tassis — a prominent scion 
of the family of postal operators — 
who in 1518 became the postmaster 
general of the Imperial Post Office in 
Rome and in 1523 was elevated to 
the same rank in Milan making him 
the most powerful postal operator in 
Italy. In 1535, Charles V annexed the 
“Milanesado” giving full postal powers 
to his faithful Simon: so faithful that at 
times Simon carried out exceedingly 
delicate secret service missions for the 
exclusive benefit of the emperor. His 
son Roger took over the reins of the 
Milanese posts even before Simon’s 
death; at Roger’s death, his widow had 
to face endless problems, but luckily 
enough she had a most competent 
deputy postmaster general in the 
person of Ottavio Codogno. The shady 
and corrupt postmaster general of the 
Spanish Empire, Don Juan II de Tassis-
Peralta-Villamediana did not listen 
to Codogno and de facto sold the 
Milanese posts to the rich, influential 
and noble Genoese family of the 
Serras. This transaction generated 
endless controversy, litigations and 
trials that took the whole 1600s to 
be brought to an end.After turbulent 
years marred by strong political and 
economic degradation, as well as 
wars, Lombardy was taken over by 
Austria. In 1730 the new regime issued 
regulations aimed at expanding the 
postal network, followed in 1731 by 
the introduction of the first Milanese 

postmark featuring the number of 
the week instead of a date. Milan 
was rather successful in expanding 
its rapports with other states and 
countries; as a result a number of 
agreements and conventions were 
signed with postal administrations on 
both sides of the Alps.
Luraschi examines the Napoleonic 
era and the progress made after the 
Restauration; his scholarship becomes 
even more evident in these chapters: 
obviously his regular visits to the 
“Archivio Postale Lombardo” have 
paid off.
The chapters discussing postage 
stamps have been assigned to 
Massimiliano Ferroni who guides us 
through the postal reform and the 
various stamps issues, including the 
newspaper stamps and related tax 
stamps. It quickly becomes apparent 
that this scholar writes with his 
readers in mind to ensure that they 
learn without getting bored: therefore 
the subject matter is tackled in a 
practical and innovative manner. In 
simple words: here you will find all 
you need to know about Lombardy-
Venetia stamps, up to 1859. Ferroni 
visits all the technicalities that the 
collector must become familiar 
with; a clear example is the effects 
of the Austrian supervision which 
“showed a high degree of originality 
and innovation when dealing with the 
method used to cancel stamps” stating 
in no uncertain terms that “the design 
of the postmark was not responsible for 
an indelible cancellation: the ink used 
certainly was”.
The section regarding the tariffs and 
postal services is entrusted to the 
learned and wise Giuseppe Antonio 
Natoli and Luca Savini who provide 
a set of useful reference points 
regarding the postal rapports with the 
other Italian States and a number of 
European nations. It is a very alluring 
and beneficial chapter because the 
authors have succeeded in elaborating 
on little known details, thus solving 
many headaches that sometime 

torment knowledgeable collectors 
and experts. Here we also learn often 
overlooked but important facts, for 
example: during the seven years 
prior to the introduction of adhesive 
postage stamps the “basic letter” tariff 
referred to a letter that did not exceed 
8.75 grammes, hower, after the 
introduction of postage stamps on 1st 
June 1850 the “basic letter” weight was 
increased to 17.5 grammes. Domestic 
postal rates were based on weight 
measured in Viennese lots (1 lot = 
17.5 grammes) as well as the distance 
between the point of departure and 
the final destination; therefore, a basic 
letter paid the following tariffs: 10c. 
if sent to an addressee within the 
postal district; 15c. to an addressee 
within 10 leagues distance (about 
75 kilometres); 30c. to an addressee 
within 20 leagues distance; and 45c. 
to an addressee residing in a place 
exceeding 20 leagues distance. 
With the exception of the Kingdom 
of Sardinia and the Kingdom of the 
Two Sicilies, in 1851 and 1852, the 
Italian States — notwithstanding their 
hesitations and perplexities — after 
“benevolent” pressures from Vienna 
became members of the Austro-Italian 
Postal League. The authoritarian tone 
of the Austrian bureaucrats during the 
negotiations was far from pleasant; on 
the other hand, the member postal 
administrations benefitted from 
uniform tariffs and the elimination of 
transit tariffs; also, last but not least, to 
qualify for membership the applicants 
had to  issue and use adhesive postage 
stamps. 
This monograph comes to a grand 
finale with a catalogue of cancellations 
and postmarks used in Milan during 
the 1849-1859 “Risorgimento” decade. 
The characteristics of the various 
handstamps and the gradual wear and 
tear alterations are carefully recorded. 
Their listing is chronological and De 
Battisti has provided an analytical 
rarity evaluation expressed in points 
for each cancellation and postmark. 
He also dwells on the intrinsic 

interest of cash pre-paid letters sent 
to foreign destinations. On other 
aspects he points out “the pronounced 
premium placed on earliest and last 
recorded dates of use of cancellations, 
as well as the extra value connected 
to dates of great historical and postal 
significance”. On a different aspect, it 
is a great pleasure for this writer to 
notice that the exceedingly rare dumb 
cancellation erroneously attributed 
to Monza for many generations is 
now accurately listed as a Milanese 
cancellation. My questioning the 
listing accuracy and attribution to 
Monza some fifty years ago caused 
consternation among some members 
of the philatelic elite: better late than 
never, I would say now. The last 
chapter of the opus focuses on the 
use of postmarks inscribed with the 
city’s name for purposes other than 
cancelling postage stamps and other 
handstamps sporadically used to 
cancel postage stamps.
Most assuredly this is one of the 
best philatelic and postal history 
monographs published this century; 
the production is excellent and the 
publisher has been very wise to use 
a solid binding because collectors 
and scholars will browse through it 
hundreds of times. This book is simply 
indispensable! 

La Posta di Milano 1849-1859:
Catalogo annullamenti e bolli dell’Ufficio Postale 
di Milano (The Milan Post Office 1849-1859: Cancellations and 
Postmarks Catalogue)
by Luca De Battisti and Luca Savini, Vignola 2018, in Italian, hardbound, 480 
color pages (8.5” x 11.5”), maps, 900 color illustrations, history and postal history 
overview, each section has its own bibliography, indexes. €50 (+ postage) Vaccari, 
info@vaccari.it 

92 01_POST HORN 93



Comune di
Camerata Cornello

Museo dei Tasso 
e della Storia Postale

Comune di
Camerata Cornello

Museo dei Tasso 
e della Storia Postale

Comune di
Camerata Cornello

Museo dei Tasso 
e della Storia Postale

Comune di
Camerata Cornello
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e della Storia Postale

The Tassis 
Postal History Museum
via Cornello, 22 - Camerata Cornello 
Bergamo- ITALY

Opening days:
from Wednesday to Sunday
All year round

www.museodeitasso.com 
info@museodeitasso.com 
+39 0345 43479

The Tassis Postal History Museum
Discover Europe’s fascinating story of postal 
communications from the 14th to the 19th century...
A story that deserves a trip to one of 
Italy’s Most Beautiful Medieval Villages 
“Cornello dei Tasso” (near Bergamo, 
Lombardy)
You will be seduced by the beauty of the 
panorama and the charm of the historical 
sites
Come to Cornello, the cradle of a great 
European dynasty that changed the 
history of an entire continent...and 
beyond
Discover the history of the family that 
organized the modern European postal 
service.



AWARD

C.I.F.O. The Association of Italian Collectors 
of Ordinary Stamps (www.cifo.eu) having
as whose its purpose is the study of 
ordinary stamps, their use and, more 
generally of Postal History, together with 
the GIORGIO KHOUZAM Foundation, 
whose purpose is the dissemination 
of Philately, and, in the intent to stimulate, 
promote, encourage studies and original 
research in the fields of  Philately and 
of Postal History, are  promoting a

THE HISTORY OF WRITING

LETTER COMMUNICATION

THE HISTORY OF MAIL AND
OF POSTAL SERVICES

THE EVOLUTION OF MAIL TRANSPORT SYSTEMS

to be awarded to young graduates in History or 
Economics who have completed a doctoral thesis in 
the academic years 2017-2018, 2018-2019, 2019-2020 
and 2020-2021. The thesis must be in Italian, English, 
German, French or Spanish and cover topics related to:

It is our aim to reward individuals who have been able 
to shed light on the nature of communication and its 
aspects, ranging from letter writing to the history of 
corporations, from stamp collecting to postal geography, 
from linguistics to sociology. The thesis may cover any 
of the areas listed above, and may approach them these 
areas in a strictly technical way or address the relevant legal, 
literary, historical or social aspects. Additional insights can 
focus on the most recent developments in technology. 
Special emphasis will be given to the post 
of the late Renaissance period, and the new technologies 
via internet of mail.

FOR ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION CONTACT:

C.I.F.O. 
c/o dr. Claudio Ernesto Manzati,

 Via Cesare Pascarella, 5
20157 Milano

cel. 3398408189
segreteria@cifo.eu

dedicated to the memory of Giovanni Riggi di Numana

OFFICIAL NOTICE 
AND APPLICATION FORM 

available from 
www.cifo.eu

www.posthornmagazine.com  

CIFO

€ 3.000




