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Fig. 1: Rear Admiral Frederic R. Harris 
served as Chief of the Civil Engineers and 
Chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks 
from January 21, 1916 - November 30, 1917. 
Harris foresaw the need for rapid expansion 
of naval facilities as the war loomed during 
his administration and began building up 
the naval shore establishment - 
U.S. Navy - Creative Commons 2.0.

Rear Admiral Frederic R. Harris 
U.S.N. passed away July 20th, 1949, 
at the age of 74 (Fig. 1). In addition 
to having served his country with 
honor and devotion, Frederic Harris 
was a great collector and passionate 
philatelist. His famous collections of 
Ancient Italian States and Ceylon, 
considered the best of all times  
were completed in the U.S.A. and 
well-known worldwide. His most 
important collection, however, was 
the “Hawaii collection”; given his 
great knowledge of the stamps and 
of the postal history of Hawaii, Harris 
collaborated to the publication of 
the prestigious volume “Hawaii, its 
Stamps and Postal History” (Fig. 2) 
published in 1948 by the Philatelic 
Foundation. He obtained much 
recognitions : he was the Secretary 
of  the Directors’ Committee of 
the Third International Philatelic 
Exhibition (TIPEX), held in New 
York in 1936 and President of the 
Centenary of the Stamp International 
Exhibition(CIPEX) of 1947, and one of 
the founders (as well as a Trustee) of 
the Philatelic Foundation, of which 
he was President until his death. 
In 1950 his name was included in 
the Hall of Fame of the “American 
Philatelic Society” in consideration of 
his contribution to philately.
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Fig. 2: Henry Albert Meyer, 
Rear Adm. Frederic R. 
Harris, William J. Davey, 
John K. Bash and others 
“HAWAII Its Stamps and 
Postal History” - The 
Philatelic Foundation, 1848.

Fig. 3: 1851, 5c Blue (2). Type I — the left-hand 
position of the setting of two — full margins, 
deep shade and clear impression, corner crease 
and small tears, but free of any repairs or serious 
faults, tied by a bold 7-bar grid cancel, also 
showing a red “Honolulu * Hawaiian-Islands * 
circular datestamp for Oct. 4” (1852) on bluish 
folded cover – Robert A. Siegel auction 2014 – 
“Hawaiian Stamps and Covers”.

Fig. 4: 1851, unused 
5c Blue (2), Type I 
with “P” INDENTED – 
“THE MISSIONARIES OF 
1851-1852” - Robert A. 
Siegel auction 2014 - 
“Hawaiian Stamps 
and Covers”.

Among the many notable pieces 
of his important Hawaii collection, 
one worthy of being remembered 
is  the spectacular letter from 
Honolulu of October 4, 1852 
addressed to Portland ME. U.S. 
America, franked with a single copy 
of the 5c Blue Hawaiian Missionary 
Type I stamp (Fig. 3). Only 8 similar 
letters are recorded and the Rear 
Admiral’s is one of the only two 
known examples with the red 
handstamp “FORWARDED 
Via S. FRANCISCO/BY G.D. GILMAN/
LAHAINA”. The letter, which 
successively belonged to great 
collectors like Charles F. Meroni, 
David Golden, Guido Craveri 
and Tito Giamporcaro, was sold 
at auction on October 2014 
for US $ 110.000 by “Robert 
A. Siegel” of New York.

At the National Philatelic Exhibition (NAPEX) organized 
in September, 1950 by the Washington Philatelic Society, 
the prestigious house of auction “Harmer, Rooke  & Co.” 
of New York announced the sale of part  of the Harris collection 
(Fig. 5), which took place on November 14-17 of the same year, 
and was accompanied by the publication of three specific 
auction catalogues (Fig. 6).

Fig. 5: 1850 – NAPEX A.P.S 
CONVENTION – National 
Philatelic Exhibition.
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Among many important items of the Old Italian States 
belonging to Harris and sold in the New York auction 
lot # 775, afterwards called “Quattrino Harris” (Fig. 7), 
deserves special attention. The description of the lot 
read: “Enormous margins all around. Light cancel. A superb 
copy”. The “Quattrino Harris” in addition to presenting 
uncommon margins (it is possible to count at least 7 
adjoining stamps), is considered by the experts for its 
freshness, for its excellent condition, and for the position 
of the circular datestamp, one of the most beautiful 
examples of this stamp on blued paper in the world. It 
sold for nearly 7 times the  auction starting price.
The first issue (April 1851) of the stamps of the Grand 
Duchy of Tuscany (also called “Marzocchi” because 
they represent the Lion of Etruria aka ‘Marzocco’, which 
was the symbol of the independence of the Florentine 
Republic) were printed on blued paper. Beginning in 1853 
the paper color changed becoming progressively more 
grey. Since the quattrino value was printed only beginning 
in September 1852, it is  quite difficult to find beautiful 
copies of this value printed on blued paper. Additionally, 

on top of the  above mentioned features, which already 
make this stamp unique and unrepeatable, the lion’s 
shield shows the constant print flaw called “ovetto”. This 
flaw was classified by Cesco Giannetto as ‘XI Difetto “M” ‘ 
in his study, published in 1960, titled “Difetti costanti nei 
francobolli del Granducato di Toscana” (Fig. 8)
The “Quattrino Harris” reappeared after 48 years in 
the prestigious auction number 108 held in Zurich by 
Corinphila on December 5th, 1998. It was part of the 
“Seta” (Silk), an important collection started on 1915 by 
an enthusiast industrial who, besides having substantial 
financial means, was endowed with a great aesthetic taste 
that led him to buy stamps and covers of great quality 
and beauty. The rarities in the “Seta” collection came from 
the famous collections of Ferrari, Chiesa, Weinberger, 
Rothschild, Hind, Caspary, Burrus and Harris . The expertise 
of Dr. Giorgio Colla, from Turin, that accompanied the lot 
401, stated “…in my opinion the specimen, probably the 
most beautiful known, is original as well as the datestamp 
and it is perfect…”. Naturally the lot had great success, 
almost tripling the auction starting price.

Fig.  6: November 14th  –  15th 1850 – 
Postage Stamp Collection formed by 
the late FREDERIC R. HARRIS REAR ADMIRAL 
U.S.N. – ITALIAN STATES –
PART 1 – Harmer, Rooke & Co. INC.

Fig. 7: 1 quattrino “Harris” 
– black on light blue paper, 
Sassone n. 1a – Corinphila 
1998, lot 401.

Fig. 8: Cesco Giannetto, “Difetti costanti nei francobolli del Granducato di 
Toscana” – “Constant flaws on Grand Duchy of Tuscany stamps” – Centro 
Filatelico Internazionale, Milano 1960.
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