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The non-profit “Aldo Cecchi” Institute 
of Postal History Studies in Prato 
is an inexhaustible source of news 
and often of pleasant surprises. 
While rearranging and classifying 
the 1843 issues of the Austrian Lloyd 
Journal of Trieste, I realized that 
there were two copies of issue 
No. 103 Year IX, dated “Saturday 
26 August 1843”. I did not trash or 
throw away the duplicate issue 
(that would have spelled trouble!), 
rather I put it aside to examine it 
with greater tranquility and attention 
at a later time. For your information, 
the Institute keeps duplicates in a 
separate sector, available for possible 
collection by members. 

On the newspaper of “maritime 
and commercial news” printed by 
“I. Papsch & C. Tip. of the Austrian 
Lloyd” I read that “It is issued on 
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday” and 
that “the cost of advertising is  for 
one time ads 3 car. [carantani or 
kreuzer, the Austrian currency] 
per line, for three times car. 6 per 
line”. It does not carry any price 
indication and it advises that the 
“Subscription for Trieste for one year 
is 25 f. [fiorini, Austrian currency 
equivalent to 60 carantani or 
kreuzer], for six months f. 13… 
To be paid to the Austrian Lloyd 
and at the respective post offices”. 
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Most interesting, right under the header, is the information 
on “Austrian Lloyd Steam Navigation” with departure and 
arrival schedule to and from Trieste, Venice, Ancona, Kotor, 
Athens, Constantinople and minor lines to Beirut, Corfu, 
Patras, Calamaki, Izmir, the  Dardanelles, Rhodes, Cyprus... 
And then the “naval traffic in the Austrian ports” of Trieste 
and Venice with information on the ships which had 
departed or arrived on 22/25 August 1843. Same for the 
“Displacement in the foreign ports” of the ships which 
could be of some interest to ship owners and traders in 
Trieste, not limited to the Mediterranean, but also from 
the Atlantic. In fact, the ports of Alexandria, Amsterdam, 
Antwerp, Belfast, Bordeaux, Catania, Cette, Constantinople, 
Genoa, Liverpool, Livorno, Malta, Marseille, Odessa, 
Salcombe and Swansea are listed in alphabetical order. 
The “Maritime News” and the “Commercial News” follow 
from other various ports including those of Le Havre, 
London, Naples, Palermo, Porto Maurizio, Rotterdam and 
Stockholm. Then, almost at the bottom of the third page 
and continuing on much of the fourth, there is a long, 
detailed account -with comments- of a trip from Trieste 
to Bombay, India, initially on Austrian Lloyd packets. 
Today one could define this “tourist propaganda”, but by 
looking carefully, one can get a good understanding of 
how sea voyages took place back then, how people (of 
different levels), animals and goods, as well as mail were 
transported. [It is also interesting] to learn the cost of the 
various services (often there were no “toilets for ladies”) 
including those for [the transportation of] “carriages, 
sedans, mules, horses, suitcases with letters and loads... 
with camels...”. In short, a beautiful picture, where one can 
also find mention of that Mr. Waghorn whom one would 
have heard about with the opening of the isthmus of Suez 
and of the “way of Brindisi”. 
Italian readers will be able to read it directly from the 
reproduction of the columns of the newspaper, while 
the English version will be available through a detailed 
summary. 
... On April 1st, 1843, after lunch, we embarked in Trieste for 
the Greek port of Sira. The beautiful weather favored our 
journey to Ancona, Corfu, Patras and Athens. ... we arrived 
in Sira on the morning of April 8th. We stayed there until April 
10th. Then we embarked on a French steamer that left at 9 
in the evening for Alexandria in Egypt. And here the writer 
explains that the Austrian Lloyd steamships depart from 
Trieste towards Ancona on the 1st and 16th of each month; 

on the 2nd and 17th they leave from Ancona to Corfu, where 
they arrive on the evening of the 4th and 19th; the following 
morning they continue on to Patras and Lutraki, where they 
arrive on the evening of the 6th and 21st. 
The following morning the travelers are transferred in 
comfortable carriages with a 1 ¼ hour ride over the Isthmus 
of Corinth [which at the time had not yet been cut!] to 
Kalamaki, where they embark onto another[Austrian] Lloyd 
steamship, which arrives in Athens on the 7th and 22nd. From 
Athens they can leave for Sira either with an Austrian [Lloyd] 
steamship on the 10th or 29th, or with a French steamship on 
the 10th or 30th. 
Therefore the journey from Trieste to Alexandria takes between 
54 and 60 hours. [in all just over two days?????!]. Should one 
want to arrive earlier, he/she could get on the Levantine 
steamship…. ... Messrs. Hill and Waghorn, who previously were 
responsible for the forwarding of mail and of travelers, and 
who sold their business to the Egyptian Transit Company. 
The passage to Cairo costs 5 Lst. That is too expensive 
and the cost will soon decrease. Many travelers who do 
not arrive with the Mail, who therefore do not proceed 

immediately to Suez, prefer to go that way on hired mules. 
The boats for the journey from Alexandria to Atfè carry 14/16 
people and cover that route in approximately 12 hours, 
towed by small steam boats. 
In Aftè, travelers and cargo are brought to the opposite 
bank of the Nile by rowing boats. From here - with a fairly 
large steamer of 10 horsepower - one can reach Cairo in 32 
hours: disembarkation takes place at the port of Bulak. These 
steamships depart after the arrival of the British mail. 
A rowboat for 4/6 people costs about 300 piastres, making 
the total journey less than three days for the trip from 
Alexandria to Cairo. 
From here the Transit Company takes travelers to Suez with 
carriages, sedans, mules or horses, while the mail  and goods 
travel on camels. 

Austrian Lloyd of Trieste.
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There is a rest station every 10/12 British miles; there are 
seven of them between Cairo and Suez. 
The first one is a shack with drinking water tanks, where 
travelers can find some shade; in the second there is a 
spacious room, with a kitchen and food; only the fourth has 
a hotel with bedrooms... with rather high rates. ... going from 
Cairo to Suez costs 18 Lst and 18 shillings, while a camel 
costs 50 piastres. ... Suez offers little of interest, but this is the 
shortest way to get to the destination through the desert. 
The only Europeans who live in Suez are the English consul 
and the owner of the hotel, as well as a skilled Armenian 
shopkeeper, Mr. Nicola Costa... the population of Suez 
grows every year due to the continuous flow of travelers 
and because of the free trade coffee trade. The goods are 
dispatched on camels. The fare for the trip from Suez to 
Bombay is: Adults 200 rupees, children 100. ... (50% more in 
July and August)... a triple cabin costs 1000 rupees... a single 
one 500, an inside seat 350, one above deck 300 rupees. 

The steamships are large, with very solid engines, armed 
with a cannon and war equipment. Military steamships 
sometimes travel only with passengers on deck and have 
no toilets for ladies, so they cannot travel unless the captain 
gives up his cabin. The passage on deck is recommended only 
for healthy travelers, who - with an accommodation which is 
just 5 feet long and 3 wide [little more than a bed!] and with a 
temperature between 35 and 43 degrees- can get a little rest. 
The trip from Suez to Aden takes 8/9 days, only 6 or 7 in the 
summer monsoon months (with the monsoon from Aden 
to Suez 12/13 days). In Aden there is a 12-hour technical 
stop to clean the machines and to load coal. From Aden to 
Bombay 9/10 days, only 7 or 8 with the monsoon (14/16 
in the opposite direction). Each steamship carries about 
35,000 letters to Bombay and approximately 40,000 on 
the return trip. The number of newspapers is estimated to 
have been not much smaller. Forty to fifty dromedaries are 
used to transport letters and magazines from Suez to Cairo. 

So the trip from Trieste to Egypt to Bombay per person, in first class, 
can be as follows: 
• from Trieste to Corfu and Sira in 5 days  at the cost of 90 Austrian florins
• from Sira to Alexandria in 2 ½ days at the cost of 62 Austrian florins,
• from Alexandria to Cairo in 2 days at the cost of 50 Austrian florins, 
• from Cairo to Suez in 1 days at the cost of 89 Austrian florins
• from Suez via Aden to Bombay in 16 days at the cost of 350 Austrian florins

therefore a total of 26 ½ travel days for 641 Austrian florins 
In second-class the total spending usually dropped to around 400 florins. 

[As a simple comparison one can consider that then a letter for the 
maximum distance in the Austrian Empire paid 12 kreuzer, and that 
- given that it took 60 kreuzer to make a florin - a trip from Trieste to 
Bombay cost, in second class, at least as much as 2 thousand letters. 
Today, considering the current Italian mail rates, that would be equivalent 
to around 2.200 euros, ie. like what taking a cruise would cost, but 
certainly with a very different comfort level!]. 

Arrival of the mails in Alexandria. Arrival of a caravanat at Smirna harbour.

View of Alexandria.

Austrian Post Office in Jerusalem

View of Trieste

View of Corfu
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